
May 28, 2004 

HAWAII MEDICAL VITRIFICATION SUBJECT TO ENFORCEMENT ACTION

HO NO LUL U - T he D epartm ent o f Health (D OH ) has  filed a  com plaint  and o rder  again st As ia Pacific

Environmental Technology, dba Hawaii Medical Vitrification (HMV). The complaint alleges that, among

othe r thing s, HM V sto red e xcessive  am oun ts of u ntrea ted in fectio us m edical waste a t the H MV facility in

Kapole i, Oahu a nd violated  the State’’s s olid waste  rules. Th e DO H imp osed a  penalty of $6 0,270.00 . 

Records provided by HMV show that between April 28, 2003 and March 12, 2004, over a period of 319

days , HM V sto red b etwe en 9,724  and 9 0,23 9 pou nds  of un treated inf ectio us m edical waste a t their f acility,

thereby exceeding their permitted storage capacity of 9,000 pounds of untreated waste. Records also

show th at, on 64 d ays betwe en Ma y 27, 2003  and De cem ber 8, 20 03, HM V continu ed to acc ept was te

even though they exceeded their permitted storage capacity and their processing system was out of

service. In addition, in violation of their permit and/or solid waste regulations, HMV failed to notify the

department in a timely fashion of permit noncompliance; HMV did not regularly test the end products of

the vitrification process; HMV did not allow DOH inspectors to take pictures of an area of the facility that

was po tentially in violation of the  facility’’s perm it; and HM V altered  or falsified the ir perm it. 

DOH  cited HM V for stor age of e xcess ive am ounts o f infectious  waste, fa ilure to ceas e acce pting was te

while  equip me nt is out of s ervic e, failu re to n otify the  depa rtm ent in  a tim ely fas hion o f permit

noncompliance, falsifying or altering a permit, failure to adequately test end products, and failure to allow a

com plete inspe ction of the  facility. 

In addition to paying the penalty, HMV has been ordered to comply with state solid waste rules for the

cited violations  accord ing to a sc hedule e stablishe d by the Sta te. 

HMV  has twe nty days to res pond o r challeng e the ord er. 
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